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Abstract

A crucial requirement to achieve a rapid economic growth path is a rising level of competitiveness in a global
world. One of those factors which enable countries to be more competitive is their logistics capabilities. This study
examines the mediator effect of logistics performance on the relationship between competitiveness and economic
growth in OECD countries for 2007-2018. We employ the developed versions by structural equation models and
Monte Carlo simulations of the initial mediation model. The findings show that logistics performance affects the
related relationship as a partial mediator and that at least 80 percent of the mediating effect in this relationship
can be explained by logistics performance. Therefore, policymakers should be aware that countries cannot achieve
a stable growth path without advanced logistics infrastructure even they are heterogeneous in terms of their
development levels.
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0z

Kiiresel diinyada, hizli bir ekonomik biiyiime patikasi elde etmenin en onemli gerekliligi, artan rekabetcilik
seviyesidir. Ulkelerin daha rekabet¢i olmalarini saglayan énemli unsurlardan biri de lojistik yeterlilikleridir. Bu
calisma, OECD iilkelerinde, rekabetcilik ile ekonomik biiyiime arasindaki iligki tizerinde lojistik performansinin
aracilik etkisini incelemektedir. Calisma, 2007-2018 yiullarin kapsamakta ve ilk aracilik modelinin yapisal esitlik
modelleri ve Monte Carlo simiilasyonu ile gelistirilmis versiyonlarint kullanmaktadir. Bulgular lojistik
performansmin par¢all aract olarak ilgili iligkiye etki ettigini ve bu iligkideki aracilik etkisinin en az yiizde 80 inin
lojistik performanst ile agiklanabildigini gdstermektedir. Sonug¢ olarak, politika yapicilar, iilkeler gelismislik

diizeyleri agisindan heterojen olsalar da lojistik altyapilarimi geligtirmeden istikvarl bir biiyiime patikasina
ulasamayacaklarimin bilincinde olmalidirlar.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Lojistik Performans Endeksi, Rekabetcilik, Biiyiime, Aracilik Etkisi, Lojistik
JEL Kodlari: FA3, 018, O47.
1. Introduction

Understanding complex links among market powers is vitally important if one seeks to theorize the
factors that influence the countries’ economic growth path. That is why competitiveness is attracting
considerable critical attention since it stimulates any rise in the gross domestic product. Although there
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